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ROBESPIERRE
at the Church of the Madeleine when Lenglart baptized the child some few hours after its birth; and the names given to him were Maximilian-Mary-Isidore.1
Coming from such a family, Robespierre should have left some sequence of administration to influence through his posterity, or his collateral descendants, the new era at whose creation he assisted, and of which he falsely imagined himself an author. It was the honourable fate of many of his contemporaries to hand down a tradition with their name and to claim over a society that is tenacious of ancestry and descent the special precedence due to their own labours and eminence, and to their legacy of public talent. Danton, had he returned to the France of which he had been the defender, could have seen his nephew professing in the University whose new vigour had arisen under the hand of the Convention; and though by an accident of celibacy his own son's name was not preserved, yet his family is still represented in the administration of his native town, and continues to exercise upon a higher plane the functions in which his own father had served Arcis. Cambon, a principal architect of the constrictive Revolution, sees in his descendants an example of the same fortune, profitable alike to his family and to the state. The sound bourgeois stock from which he, the municipal officer, the merchant, and the financier, drew was the most vital in France, and it was on such a strip that the new administrative class was grafted. Of this characteristic in the Revolutionary tradition Carnot again gives a yet more conspicuous example. Himself of the legal ancestry that played so great a part in the reform, a mind in which the engineer and the soldier combined to design and to fortify liberty, his great legend was fruitful beyond
1 Who was his godmother? All we know of it is the name "Marie Antoinette " written right across the register in a large, round and somewhat illiterate hand ; probably that of a child.